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SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: LONG-RANGE RADAR PROGRAM 

REP: 75-CARACAS 10921 

1. THE SO-CALLED NATIONAL AIRSPACE CONTROL PROGRAM FIRST ANNOUNCED IN 
1975 AND NOW GENERALLY REFERRED TO AS THE LONG-RANGE RADAR PROGRAM, 
STILL APPEARS TO BE IN THE DEPINITION TAGE. HOWEVER, THE DIRECTOR 

OF ENGINEERING AND SYSTEMS (DIS) OF THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF CIVIL 
AERONAUTICS INSISTS THAT PRE-QUALIFICATION OF BIDDERS WILL MOST 
LIKELY BEGIN IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR. SPERRY UNIVAC CONFIRMS THAT THEY 
HAVE BEEN TOLD THIS ALSO. 

2. THE SYSTEM, AS ORGINALLY INTENDED, WAS TO PROVIDE FULL RADAR 
COVERAGE OF VENEZUELA BY A SYSTEM OF FOUR TO SIX LARGE RADARS 
(250 MILE RANGE), FEEDING DATE INTO A JOINT CIVILIAN/MILITARY CONTROL 
CENTER TO BE BUILT NEAR CARACAS. UP TO TWELVE TERMINAL RADARS AT 
VARIOUS AIRPORTS WERE INTENDED TO ACT AS GAP FILLERS. SINCE THEN, 

FOUR OF THE SMALL RADARS HAVE BEEN PURCHASED FROM TEXAS 
INSTRUMENTS AND ARE ABOUT TO BE DELIVERED. THEY ARE TO BE 
INSTALLED AT MARGARITA INTERNATIONAL, BARCELONA, BARQUISIMETO, AND 
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LIBERATADOR AIRBASE. TALKS ARE UNDERWAY TO BUY ANOTHER TEXAS 
INSTRUMENTS UNIT TO BE SITED AT MAIQUETIA, REMOVING THE BRITISH 
PLESSEY PRIMARY RADAR FOR USE ELSEWHERE. THE PLESSEY BEACON 
SYSTEM (SECONDARY RADAR) IS TO REMAIN, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE DIFFERENCES 
OF OPINION, AS TO THE TECHNICAL PEASIBILITY OF THAT DECISION. 

THE SELENIA (ITALY) TERMINAL RADAR AT MARACAIBO STILL IS NOT IN 
OPERATION AFTER APPROXIMATELY SIX YEARS OP ITS PURCHASE. 
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DISCUSSIONS ARE UNDERWAY TO REPLACE THIS UNIT ALSO BY A TEXAS 
INSTRUEMENTS RADAR. 

3. AS TO THE LONG-RANGE ASPECT OF THE AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL RADAR 
PROGRAM, THE DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING AND SYSTEMS HAS EXPRESSED 
DISSATISFACTION WITH ANY INTENTION TO INSTALL SUCH AN ELABORATE 
AND EXPENSIVE SYTEM WITH BOTH CIVIL AND MILITARY CAPABILITY. HE 
APPEARS TO BE PUSING FOR BEACON SYSTEMS ONLY, WITH THE PRIMARY RADAR 
TO BE ADDED LATER. RADAR MANUFACTURERS CLAIM, HOWEVER, THAT THIS 
WOULD PROVIDE ONLY A MINIMAL SAVINGS IN RELATION TO THE REPSOECTIVE 
COST OF A FULL SYSTEM. THE MILITARY, MOREOVER, AND THE CHIEF OF THE 
RADAR DIVISION UNDER THE DIS, APPEAR TO BE PUSHING FOR THE FULL 
SYSTEM. 

4. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR WHICH METHOD OF PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION 
THE DIS INTENDS TO CHOOSE, ALTHOUGH THE TREND OF THINKING LATELY 
APPEARS TO BE IN FAVOR OF TURNKEY PURCHASE AFTER PRE-QUALIFICATION 
AND PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL TENDER. 

5. IN THE ABSENCE OF A DECISION AS TO WHICH SYSTEM TO ADOPT, HOW 
MANY RADARS TO BUY AND THE METHOD OF PURCHASE TO BE USED, IT APPEARS 
THAT THE PREPARATION OF THE SPECIFICATIONS IS LAGGING BEHIND THE 
TIMEFRAME ESTABLISHED AT THE POLICY LEVEL, WHICH CONTEMPLATES 
COMPLETION OF CONTRACTUAL PREPARATIONS FOR THIS PRUCHASE (AND 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT) BEFORE THE ELECTIONS IN DECEMBER OF THIS- 
YEAR. THIS DIS FEELS, HOWEVER, THAT ONE OF THE CONSULTING GROUPS 
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UNDER CONTRACT WITH HIS OFFICE WOULD BE ABLE TO PREPARE 
EGINEERING SPECS IN TEIMS, SINCE CONSIDERABLE PRELIMINARY WORK 
ALREADY HAS BEEN DONE BY HIS OFFICE AND BY THE FAA. 

6. BIDDERS FOR THIS SYTEM WOULD PROBABLY BE VARIOUS COMPANIES 
FROM THE US., THOMPSON-CSF FROM FRANCE, SELENIA FROM ITALY, NEC 
FROM JAPAN, PLESSEY FROM THE UK, TELEFUNKEN FROM GERMANY, AND 
PHILIPS FROM THE NETHERLANDS. 

VAKY 
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